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Senate Panel G)mpromises on himmgna 


By Patrick E. Tyler 
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The Senate Select Committee on In- 
telligence agreed yesterday to fund CIA 
covert operatioQs in Nicaragua for five 
more months, but in a 13-to-2 vote as- 
serted a new congresslonal authority to 
veto President Reagan’s covert initiatives 
in Central America in the future. 

The oompromÍBe Tvas worked.rout by 
committee Chairman Barry . ■Goldwater 
{R-Ariz.),wbo toldreporters m an unusu- 
al news conference after a tlu’ee-hour 
dosed session that the committee had 
“instructed” the president to come up 
with “a new program on the"whole of_ 

Centräl Americá'’ or face a cutoff of fund- 
ing for covert operations against the left- 
ist Nicaragua government dn Sept. 30. 

The plan, whidi Goldwater said had 
been deared with Reagan in a telephone 
call on Thursday, averted a showdown 
,vot€ on a bill ofifered by Sen. .David F. 
Durenbeiger (R-Minn.) that would bave 
ended the covert program immediately. 
Goldwaier’s proposal drew broad support 
on the committee. The two negative 
votes were cast by Sens. John H. Chafee 
(R-R,I.) and Malcolm Wallop (R-Wyo.), 
sources said. i 

These sources also «aid that the plan 1 
reflected Goldwater’j generd unhappi- 
ness with tiie current «ivert programnn 
Central Ainerica, his unwiUmgness to re- 
pudiate the president liy cutting the pro- 
. gram off «nd ,his belief that Congress 
should asscirt stronger authority over'con- 
troversial C3A operations. 

The Hoctse Permanent Select Commit- 
tee on Inte.Uigence last Tuesday reporteá 
put a bUl thiat would bring the 18-month- 
old CIA pr{)gram to a halt within 90 days . 
by cutting offíunding in íhe curreht bud- 
get year. 'IVTull House could vote «n 
■ the roeasurB ih the next two weeks. But 
the Senate ípanel ignored the House sp- 

. üon. A: ;. — ^ 

Í' The differences between the two 
7cominittees may force a House-Sen- 
:.ate conference this^ummer as the 
Ijdeadline approaches for CIA ^nding 
:-jn the fiscal year that begins Oct. 1. _ . 

In the meantime, it appe^ thSj . 
:^IA support for several thousapd 
TguerriUas fighting^the Sandmisteí?e- ; 
I-Eime in NicaraguawiU contmue.7? r - 


I; In an imusudly erpücit opening 
I'statement at his news ' conference, 
iGoldwater said; “ActuaUy, what 
l'we’ve done is fund Nicaraguan- 
J^uban covert paramiUtary action as ' 
J-currently defined throi^ SepL 30, 
11983, and authorized an additional 
h$19 miUion frcm the reserve for con- 
liingency [the CIA’s secret budget] to 
jfund a new, redefineä ■ program on 
^receipt of.a new pceädential Imd- 
•ing.” : . : l 

•; A presidentiál "finding,--iihd» dhe ; 
►^ational Security Ax±, ds ía -amdu- 
l^on that certain f<»eign_-5activities 
lare a threat to UB. national seciirity 
rand justify ertzaoidinaTy .covert . 
äneasures to combat íhem. 

:: In this case, Reagan issued a ae- 
iret fmding on Dec. 1, .1981, that 
jCuban-Nicaraguan arms supplies to 
lieftist insurgents in E1 Salvador and 
[elsewhere posed a threat to stabüity 
;in the region and to UB. interests. 

Sen. Daniel Patridi Moynihan 
’ÍD-N.Y.), ^ Senate committee’s 
Ídce chairman, joined Goldwater in 
jxpiaining yesterday’s vote to report- 
^rs. , Moynüffln used stronger tenns 
Jo describe i^iat he later said was an 
Tjnprecedented caiigressional asser- 
jion of controi over covert action. 

► “Tbe presidential finding wiU have 
ka be ^proved by a roajority vote of 
fthe oomxiátíee,’’.iie said. 

: ünder cunent law, presidents do 
íiot bave to seek priw apfHOvai from 
:GongresE to inhiate covert adion. 
■The National Security Act requires 
iiotiñcation hy the president, but the 
Goldwater compromise would ad- 
Vance the roie of the inteUigence 
í>vers^ht panel. CJoldwater, howeyer, 
^ppeared unwiUing to acknowledge 
Jhis aspect durir^ his news cönfer- 
jsnce. 

1 Tn effect, any covert action has to 
pome before this committee for ap- 
proval, if it involves funds or noi*: 
fae said- ■ 

;■ Members of the House Intelli- 
.gence committee said yesterday that 
Hf the fuU Senate supports the Gold- 
rwater amendment the House pánel 
liikely wiU foUow suit and assert its 
;öwn aMthority to approve or disap- 
l'fHTjve covert action in Central Amer- 
14ca. 


One House member, Wyche Fowl- 
rér Jr. (D-Ga), -ohairman of a key 
^ubcoinnñttee, fias piroposed l^- 
'lation to give both iivtel%ence over- 
^sight committees veto authority over ; 

•aU covert operations. 

Goldwater said 'the panel’s’action 
iTgives the preaäeíd^äl iáie>end'©f 
j<Sepíember.lpípbáfiniK^veEfcaicti(«a, i 
: but it also instruEís him to comeíUp 
: with ,a new ptogtäm oD Ihe whole of 
i'Central -.^eri^j which lie bas _ 
lagreed^éo^dd^,;;:;^:.;;;. í, .: 'i.;-':’:. ■ 
As ked whá^^éáexpectsrijie jpres- 

íident td .putáffáá;pew'finding,^=GrojäT^ 
-water -sáid^lQroik it.‘5&-perfeci^ ' 

’ plain tothepn^föt'lhat-we wanta 
redefined'poätíöñibñ’Cíéntral iAmer-' ' . 
ica . . . . We wañt Mm to teU ■ us 'm 
plain language :^ust ' vñiat dtás fie 5 
■wants to do relafive'.to Nicaiafua | 
and the other countries.'” ■';V;. 

Goldwater said -thé 'Comproinis^ 1 
was not develpped •dn’i'conjuñdioD | 
with the adininisfcraliorÍ.’'^nie í’^te : | 
House didn’t have ’anything]’'"-lo 
present,” he said. T talked witb'íäie. 
president on -the 'phone . .,.añä T 
brieñy outlined what we cali “íäter- 
native three,’.and he found no quar- ■ 
rel with.it.” , 

Alternatives one and two woulä 
have continued the covert program 
as is, or terminated it immediátely. 

The Senate committee also did 
not duplicate Housé committee 
funding for new “overt” assistance to 
heip E1 Salvador andüonäuras .stop - 
the Uiicit flow-of anns fiom Nicara- 
gua to the leñást insurgents jfighting 
the Salvadoran govemmenL The 
House committee propbsed tp máke 
; $80 million avaiiable in the, BEÉt 18 ;;; 
; moñths ior ovot arms inteidi^ori - 
; assistance as an áltemative toTfand- 
. ing the cross-border raids into;,Nic- 
E aragua curraitly supervised the 
Í CIA: ■ . . 

; Goldwater . defended the Höuse - 
committee, which Res^an had called 
“irresponsible” after its vote earlier 
this week. “That’s a bad -word,” 
(^ldwater said. T’m surprised he 
would use that term.” 

C/^ TL^öÍf 
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